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WEST AUSTRALIAN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, LONG-TERM HOME 
Motion 

MR BOARD (Murdoch) [4.01 pm]:  I move - 

That the Minister for Culture and the Arts take immediate action to secure a long term home for the 
West Australian Symphony Orchestra and give some certainty to the orchestra’s future. 

In the spirit of glasnost that has pervaded the House with the passage of the Bill brought forward by the Minister 
for Sport and Recreation, I indicate that the Opposition raises this motion today neither to make life difficult for 
the Government, nor to indicate that the Government has failed in its duties at this point to the West Australian 
Symphony Orchestra.  I raise this critical issue today solely because the long-term home issue confronted the 
former Government and it is currently facing the arts community and WASO.  For the long-term security of 
WASO, the issue of housing that orchestra must be dealt with immediately.   

We are fortunate in this State to have a symphony orchestra of the standard, presence and reputation of WASO.  
It is one of the icon performing arts groups in not only Western Australia but also Australia.  Its reputation is 
highly regarded throughout the length and breadth of Australia and many parts of the world.  The West 
Australian Symphony Orchestra is considered a leading symphony orchestra not only because of its involvement 
in the promotion of music, but also because its repertoire and visiting conductors have been world class.  A 
number of symphony orchestras in Australia, including those in Sydney and Melbourne, are icons.   

The West Australian Symphony Orchestra has endured a proud history since 1928.  The WASO is one of the 
earliest symphony orchestras to be formed in this country.  It has some 85 performers and 25 in administration.  
It has an overall budget of about $10 million of which the State Government provides $1.5 million, the 
Commonwealth Government provides approximately $5 million, ticket sales generate approximately $2 million 
and corporate sponsorship provides a further $1 million.  The turnover of WASO is about $9.5 million to 
$10 million a year.  The orchestra has a proud history.  Over time it has entertained, thrilled and educated 
Western Australians and people throughout the world.  One of the highlights of the orchestra is its ability to 
repackage itself to meet a demanding and competitive market place in Australia.  It provides a variety of music 
that thrills people.  It is able to break itself into smaller groups and tour country regions to provide both 
education and enjoyment to people throughout the State.   

The WASO is the icon of the performing arts, particularly of music, in this State.  That icon, which is at the top 
of the performing arts pyramid, provides great stimulus for music generally in Australia.  It is important to 
support this icon but not because of its elite nature.  It has an elite status because of the high standard of 
performance required of its members and also because of the challenging pieces of music it plays.  To some 
degree, that elite status encourages people in the music industry to excel, particularly musicians who play 
stringed instruments.   

The school system in Western Australia has expanded the music teaching curriculum.  The WASO and other 
bands perform in our schools.  The standard of music in many primary schools is a result of a strong music 
program.  In my own electorate, Banksia Park Primary School has three jazz groups, some of which have 
achieved national recognition.  Some of the programs have links to the Western Australian Youth Jazz Orchestra 
and WASO.   

This music pyramid, of which WASO is the peak, stimulates people’s involvement and love of music.  It also 
stimulates people’s appreciation of other people’s involvement with music.  It is important for young people to 
participate in music, particularly in youth orchestras and bands, as part of their learning because it encourages 
team building.  Whether they become musicians or just love music, their participation in orchestras and music 
groups is important.   

It is important for us to support these icon groups, not only because of their prestigious nature, but also because 
of the value they add to the total music program in Western Australia.  The WASO has a proud history of always 
being at the cutting edge of surviving musically because it performs in one of the most remote cities, if not the 
most remote city, in the world.  It relies primarily on a Western Australian audience - particularly a Perth 
audience.  It also relies on its tours within Western Australia.  As a result of relationships and funding 
agreements with the former State Government, it must perform for the West Australian Ballet and the opera 
without charge.  

As part of those funding agreements the West Australian Symphony Orchestra must do its pit duty, as it is called, 
to survive and to get government funding.  Other symphony orchestras in Australia do not have that obligation.  
That restricts to some degree the amount of money the orchestra is able to collect through the turnstile and the 
number of performances it is able to charge for throughout Western Australia.  Notwithstanding that, it puts on 
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150 performances a year and plays to audiences totalling some 200 000 people, which puts it at the same level of 
performance as the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra and the Sydney Symphony Orchestra.  However, in real 
terms it does not have the same level of commonwealth or state government support.  It has survived on some 
corporate sponsorship and by being able to cut its cloth to some degree to make ends meet.  I take my hat off to 
the West Australian Symphony Orchestra. 

The West Australian Symphony Orchestra’s relationship with the ABC over a long period of time has been 
strong.  Following the corporatisation of the orchestra and the cutting of its ties to the ABC a few years ago, a 
debt structure accumulated which was far greater than anticipated.  There has been debate on how the 
corporatisation debt may have accumulated and who may be responsible for it.  When I was Minister for the 
Arts, the coalition Government made strong representations to the ABC and to the federal Minister for the Arts 
indicating that the debt had been brought about by the corporatisation and because some of the subscriptions paid 
to the orchestra in previous seasons had disappeared in the corporatisation process.  The orchestra found itself 
without the income and yet it needed to continue its performances.  The orchestra needed to find some $1.5 
million in total, but about $150 000 for corporatisation debt to stabilise its situation. 

The Nugent inquiry dealt with about 34 of the major performing arts groups in Australia, including the West 
Australian Symphony Orchestra, the West Australian Ballet, the West Australian Opera and the Black Swan 
Theatre Company.  I thought the scope of the inquiry was too narrow, particularly in view of what was 
happening in Western Australia.  However, to some degree I inherited that inquiry and its results.  Although I 
thought the stabilisation moneys and support for our icon groups were adequate to some degree, they certainly 
did not put those groups on a competitive footing with groups in other States. 

Ms McHale:  It was a pity that your former colleague did not lobby harder on behalf of the West Australian 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Mr BOARD:  In the bipartisan way I am dealing with this motion, I hope the minister appreciates that I am not 
trying to pull the Government on this issue.  The Opposition is prepared to support and help the Government in 
this issue.  It will be difficult for the minister to deal with, but the issue needs to be dealt with because the West 
Australian Symphony Orchestra is an icon for our community and one which needs to be supported, especially 
for our long-term future. 

I turn to some of the issues we need to address.  I mentioned the way in which the orchestra is supported.  The 
minister will be aware of the corporate support for the West Australian Symphony Orchestra.  The corporate 
support is quite extensive from a who’s who of corporate companies in Western Australia, and indeed from some 
government and quasi-government agencies.  Without that financial support the orchestra would be floundering.  
However, the Government needs to look at ways of encouraging greater corporate support for the arts.  It is one 
thing to go around rattling the tin and indicating to corporate companies that they should get on board and 
support these groups because it is good for their public image and a good thing for them to do; however, in our 
competitive world and a tightening financial environment, companies are looking for some value for their 
investment in the arts.  I put it to the minister that opportunities exist for the Government to consider incentive 
programs to try to attract substantial dollars into the arts, particularly for some of the icon groups. 

One of the issues I was pursuing, and one which I would have continued to pursue with some gusto with the 
Treasurer, was payroll tax and the opportunity to give support to our major groups in the arts.  Everybody could 
be a winner if there were a program of payroll tax deduction for those who support the arts. 

Since the West Australian Symphony Orchestra has been corporatised, the ABC has decided to relocate as a 
result of the new digital world that the ABC will enter.  In common with all television stations, the ABC is 
looking at downsizing, not only the number of employees but also the real estate it occupies.  For all that the new 
digital world will give us, it will reduce opportunities in other areas.  Although it will certainly expand 
opportunities in some areas, the West Australian Symphony Orchestra can no longer be housed with the ABC 
because the ABC will be moving to new premises in East Perth, and no space will be available for the orchestra.  
That leaves the orchestra with some difficulties.  As the minister knows, a number of scenarios were put to the 
previous Government for housing the West Australian Symphony Orchestra.  Of course, the Perth Concert Hall 
remains the major venue for the orchestra and that is where the community has valued the performances of the 
orchestra for a long time.  I believe it is part of the orchestra’s charter to try to maintain a large number of its 
performances at the Perth Concert Hall. 

Prior to the state election, an interesting proposal was put to the previous Government, which I will outline 
briefly.  The University of Western Australia was proposing to build a music education centre close to the Swan 
River, as part of the university’s premises.  The cost of the proposal was about $24 million.  The university 
proposed to give up land and cash to the value of about $8 million.  If the federal Government could support the 
project to the extent of about $8 million and the State could support it to the extent of about $8 million, that 
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would provide $24 million in all.  The advantage put to the Government was that the centre would go far beyond 
a home for the West Australian Symphony Orchestra; it would become a place of education, tourism, and digital 
production and transmission.  The centre would in fact become a world leader in the use of music and the 
training of musicians through the Internet and other forms of technology, to help schools and other training 
facilities in not only this State, but also around the world.  Those associated with the West Australian Symphony 
Orchestra and the whole music program of the University of Western Australia had a vision of selling music 
education. 

That project had support from the Government and with a lack of other strong proposals, it was starting to gain 
momentum.  The Government did not make a commitment at the cabinet level to that proposal because there 
were concerns about moving the West Australian Symphony Orchestra from what was considered a city location 
to the University of Western Australia.  Concerns were raised by the Lord Mayor of Perth and by others 
associated with the orchestra, by the players themselves and by those who operate and were involved in the 
Concert Hall.  As a result of that, we were reluctant to push through without all of that support what seemed to 
be a good result for the orchestra and the community.  We therefore set up a group to consult with the 
community, other educators in music, the Symphony Orchestra and various groups that were affected, such as 
the City of Perth.  The group was then to report to the Government on whether the venue was appropriate or 
whether there were alternative venues that could be proposed. 

There always has been and will be a strong plan for the Concert Hall and over the past few years the Concert 
Hall has been pushing for a major upgrade.  I believe the Concert Hall is an under-utilised asset of this State.  It 
sits within the city of Perth, but in many ways it should be considered a state government asset.  A stronger 
partnership between the City of Perth and the State Government is needed to determine how the Concert Hall is 
funded.  Land is available.  It would be a first-class venue and it would provide an opportunity for a further 
extension to the Concert Hall, not only for the use of and housing of the West Australian Symphony Orchestra, 
but also for housing the performing arts and providing a major theatre complex that this city and State needs.  
The Government may see the Concert Hall as an ideal location for solving a number of issues, not only for 
housing the West Australian Symphony Orchestra.  The Symphony Orchestra has always favoured rehearsing 
where it plays.  That would provide natural benefits such as a reduction in travel costs and things of that nature. 

I am not pushing either one of these proposals, even though they both have very strong merits.  However, the 
Government must address this matter with some urgency.  It is an issue that will not go away.  I understand that 
the Australian Broadcasting Commission will move to its new premises in 2003, if not earlier.  We were 
targeting the end of 2002 as the time when the West Australian Symphony Orchestra would need to have a 
viable alternative space.  The Government may need to address this by considering a temporary space for 
WASO.  That space would have to be in keeping with the status of the orchestra and its building on its presence 
in our community.  There are limited opportunities for temporary accommodation.  As part of its proposal, the 
UWA will provide a temporary location for WASO while the construction of the music access centre is under 
way.  However, I am not aware whether it would be prepared to support a temporary location, if the orchestra did 
not go to proposed location. 

These are the issues confronting the Government.  I put this matter on notice and I am sure the minister will have 
an adequate response for us today.  Although it may not provide a long-term resolution of the issue, it is 
important that we raise awareness in the Western Australian community and offer our support to the Government 
in what is a difficult, but critical issue.  It is an important issue not just for the Symphony Orchestra, but also for 
music in this State.  The way in which we treat the Symphony Orchestra will be watched by the whole 
community, particularly by the education community and the music lovers, and it goes to the heart of the 
Government’s appreciation for and love of the arts.  Although the arts is often seen as a soft target - as the 
Minister for the Arts would know - if we did anything to dent an icon group like the orchestra in any way, we 
would have riots on our streets.  Although the Government is doing a wonderful job to assist the arts, the 
community is fairly silent.  However, once the community believes the arts is being threatened in any way, it 
will become very vocal in its support for those groups. 

The Opposition offers its support to the minister and understands the difficulties that the Government faces.  We 
are not here to embarrass the Government in any way other than to raise the issue in Parliament.  I used the 
Address-in-Reply debate to focus on the arts.  At the time I said to the minister that for far too long the arts has 
been at the bottom of the food chain and that funding of the arts has not been raised on a regular basis in 
Parliament.  I know my predecessor often raised the issues relating to the arts in the upper House.  However, 
those issues have not been raised in the Assembly as often as they should have been.  I have used question time 
and various other ways to do that since I have been in opposition.  However, it is not a pressure point from the 
Opposition’s point of view.  I want to use Parliament to raise the profile of the arts because, like the minister, I 
believe in supporting them and I want to be able to help the minister to get some money out of the Treasurer. 
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Ms McHale:  You had eight years to do it! 

Mr BOARD:  We made fair inroads into assisting the arts and I think the minister will find that there are some 
good long-term plans for it.  It is an opportunity now for the minister and the Government to show their support 
for the arts and for the Symphony Orchestra and I implore them to do it with haste and urgency and if that is 
done, the Government will have our support. 

MR HYDE (Perth) [4.28 pm]:  I welcome the member for Murdoch’s commitment to glasnost - to openness and 
being able to deal with these issues in a bipartisan way.  However, another Russian term is perestroika; that is, 
acknowledging the truth, looking at our past, at what has happened and learning from it. 

Mr Day:  Doesn’t perestroika mean restructuring? 

Mr HYDE:  The interpretation of the word depends on what part of Russia one is coming from! 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Edwards):  Is the member for Perth leading for the Government or speaking 
otherwise, as it is a matter of timing? 

Mr HYDE:  No, I am not speaking for the Government. 

Awareness has been raised on this issue.  I remember that this was not an issue in the full eight years of the 
previous Government.  We knew that the ABC would be moving from its premises eventually and we knew that 
the Playhouse would also have to move eventually.  These are issues that rightly and properly should have been 
addressed in the forward estimates.   

This motion is inappropriate.  Real government is about informed decision making.  After eight years, the 
previous Liberal Government still had not made up its mind whether the West Australian Symphony Orchestra 
should be housed at the University of Western Australia at Nedlands, at the Perth Concert Hall or somewhere 
else. 

To look at the issue properly, we should remember that $130 million of government money has been provided 
for a convention centre.  When the tender documents were going out, the previous Government had the 
opportunity to make sure that the arts was catered for properly.  It would have been ideal for an icon orchestra, 
one of our Major Organisations Board companies - that board is now known as the Major Performing Arts 
Board - to have been looked after in the convention centre deal.  If $130 million of state money is provided, it 
should go towards something that will provide a long-term benefit that embellishes an icon group.  Not only was 
the talk of there being a performance space in the convention centre watered down, but also the lights, the 
seating, the consoles and everything else have been taken out.  There is now a flexible space.  Therefore, this 
Government has inherited a commitment to a convention centre and an arts commitment to air - flexible space.  
That is it.  There is not a bit of wiring, not a make-up room or even a light globe under which people can put on 
their make-up, or a stand on which to rest their music.  These issues should have been properly addressed under 
the previous Government. 

Having said that, I applaud the minister for the work she has already done in the little over 100 days this 
Government has been in office.  People in the arts are saying that all they heard for eight years was talk and 
waffle, empathy and awareness, but they saw no action and there was no commitment in the budget.  This 
Government has come into office and provided an extra $17 million for operating costs for the arts and an extra 
$8 million for facilities. 

I welcome the member for Murdoch’s commitment that the status of the arts will be raised.  On this side of the 
House, a number of people not only are committed to the arts but also have been practitioners in the arts.   

Ms Quirk:  We are thespians. 

Mr HYDE:  Yes, I hear that the member for Girrawheen chairs a thespian group. 

When one considers all the income and surpluses that should have been available to this State, a tremendous 
number of facilities could have been built.  I remember that when I was in Geraldton some 21 years ago with 
you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr Edwards), Sir Charles Court came with his cornet to open the Queens Park Theatre.  
I had the honour of performing on that occasion.  The then Court Government put a bit of money into facilities, 
but there was nothing afterwards.  Therefore, that beautiful facility in Geraldton, like many other arts facilities in 
the State, was left to wallow, holding fashion parades and showing B-grade movies.  This Government is putting 
money into the arts.  During its first term, an extra $1 million will go to the West Australian Symphony 
Orchestra so that people in regional Western Australia, in places like Joondalup and hopefully in Girrawheen 
will have the opportunity to see, to hear and to appreciate WASO.  This Government is acting already.  It is 
taking the wonderful activities of WASO and the State’s other arts groups into the community, where they 
belong.   



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 13 June 2001] 

 p1058b-1071a 
Mr Mike Board; Mr John Hyde; Acting Speaker; Mr Pendal; Mr John Bradshaw; Ms Sheila McHale; Mr David 

Templeman; Mr John D'Orazio 

 [5] 

WASO, like many of our arts groups, needs a home.  I commend the minister for her prompt action on this issue.  
I think back to the last time the Liberal Party was in opposition and it had a decent spokesperson for the arts and 
the environment.  I remember that when we went to the election at that time, people in the arts said that with a 
change of government, the Liberal Party’s arts spokesperson, the member for South Perth, would look after the 
Hole in the Wall Theatre, WASO, the West Australian Ballet and everybody else. 

Mr Pendal:  The hole in the wall just got bigger. 

Mr HYDE:  Did it ever!  It became a hole in the ground.  However, we were confident that if the member for 
South Perth had perhaps been the arts minister, that would not have happened.  We need bipartisan commitment 
from our Independents and from the agrarian socialists.  We all know how important the Cummins Theatre is to 
the member for Merredin.  WASO and other groups should perform at that and other regional theatres around the 
State.   

The issue of payroll deductions was raised.  I remember raising that issue with Sir Charles Court in 1980.  As 
well as being an aficionado of the arts, Sir Charles Court had his hands very firmly on the tiller.  That idea was 
quashed then, and it has been quashed on every occasion when it has been raised.  We need solid contributions, 
solid alternatives and solid results on this issue. 

Mr Board:  I think you will find that there is support now within Treasury, from the Under Treasurer and others 
to some degree, to bring corporate support into this area.  If the Government is prepared to pursue it and deal 
with it at a different level, it may have some success. 

Mr HYDE:  I appreciate those words of advice.  I am amazed that the Under Treasurer has had such a change of 
mind since 10 February.  The then Government’s hands were very much in the till and on the tiller well and truly 
before 10 February, and there was the opportunity to act then.  

I attended the Cultural Ministers Council meeting last year as the representative of Australian local government, 
and the member for Murdoch attended as the Minister for Culture and the Arts in this State.  This State did very 
badly out of the Nugent report.  Clearly, that was because this State had not supported its arts groups properly for 
a number of years.  Whereas New South Wales had to top up about only 20 per cent because it had supported the 
arts and its arts groups, this State had to top up around 250 to 300 per cent.  In Labor’s election manifesto, it not 
only took on those commitments to which the previous Government had rightly and properly agreed, but also 
went further and added an extra $1 million to WASO, an extra $1 million to the Black Swan Theatre Company 
and an extra $1 million to the other two MOB companies.  The four MOB companies are doing very well out of 
this Government, and I commend the minister for acting so promptly to reassure them and to let them know 
about their future.  Money will be available to allow them to continue to produce important Western Australian 
product. 

Mr Board:  Are you saying that they feel secure in their future with the “additional funding” that your 
Government has given them? 

Mr HYDE:  There are no inverted commas.  The money is there; it was an election promise.  Our beloved leader 
has committed to that.  When the budget is brought down, I will listen, as will members on the other side, to 
what is said.  Members on this side of the House will look very carefully at the budget, and we will smile when 
we see that Labor’s commitments to the arts are delivered to the letter, as they should be. 
Mr Day:  When? 
Mr HYDE:  The budget will come down in August.  There has been an announcement in the House. 

I will deal with some other issues.  In Broome - the member for Kimberley is pleased about this, as are Labor 
members for the Mining and Pastoral Region - there is a $5 million commitment towards a performing arts 
centre.  After eight years of coalition Government, the Kimberley still had no performing arts complex.  I am 
sure that members opposite will realise and remember that government is about priorities.  An area that takes up 
nearly a third of the State did not have a performing arts centre.  That meant that WASO and other groups, 
including my own companies when they were there, were restricted to performing in the dry season in the open 
air.  That was wonderful.  However, for the rest of the year, those people in regional Western Australia deserve 
the same access to arts as other Western Australians.  Therefore, I commend the minister for proceeding with the 
Government’s election commitment to spend $5 million on a Broome performing arts centre.  

Mr Bradshaw:  Will there be ongoing funding for it?  It will be a stone around the council’s neck because they 
do not run at a profit.   
Mr HYDE:  The successful regional performing arts centres in this State have partnerships that are working 
beautifully.  I was a member of a number of the shire council groups that considered and devised the plans for 
the Broome performing arts complex.  
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Several members interjected. 

Mr HYDE:  They were created following extensive community consultation.  The people of Broome have 
ownership of the performing arts groups and the shire council.  They want to ensure they have a facility, and one 
that is culturally appropriate for the many Aboriginal arts groups in the area.   

I am alarmed about the inappropriateness of this motion and the use of icon terms.  The West Australian 
Symphony Orchestra does a tremendous job with the support of the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, which 
has been its linchpin.  A strong Government would have lobbied much harder to ensure that the ABC honoured 
its commitment to landmark and state orchestras.  We still have a federal Liberal Government and the previous 
state Liberal Government should have used its links for the past eight years to ensure that the federal 
Government provided appropriate funding for the maintenance of a permanent home and rehearsal space for 
WASO.  That did not happen.  I am all for bipartisanship, but we must acknowledge the past: the opportunity 
was there, but it was not taken.  If a Beazley Government comes to power after the next general election, 
members opposite will be able to judge whether this Government has used its relationship - 
Several members interjected. 

Mr HYDE:  Mr Acting Speaker - 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Edwards):  I have been allowing interjections because it works both ways.  While 
I have been in this place I have noticed that the member for Perth is happy to interject.  There must be some 
balance.  However, if the member does not wish to take interjections, I will protect him.   

Mr HYDE:  I am happy to respond to witty and erudite interjections.   

Mrs Edwardes:  You should join the symphony.   

Mr HYDE:  I will not be playing second fiddle, unlike some members opposite. 

Several members interjected.  

Mr HYDE:  Sitting on the backbench is incredibly humbling.  The leader would have been a much better Leader 
of the Opposition had he spent more time on the second tier.  I will be here in eight years; I am not so sure about 
him. 

The 200 000 people who comprise the WASO audience in this State and the other people involved in the arts 
have a right to proper performance facilities and, more importantly, they deserve the Government’s respect.  The 
member for Murdoch has done his bit to raise awareness of the arts.  Many members on this side of the House 
and in the upper House realise and appreciate the importance of the arts and WASO in Western Australia.   

Mr Pendal interjected. 

Amendment to Motion 

Mr HYDE:  I will take that as an interjection and include those Independents who support the arts.  I move - 

That all words after “That the” be deleted and the following words substituted - 

House support the actions taken by the Minister for Culture and the Arts to secure a long-term 
home for the West Australian Symphony Orchestra and give some certainty to the orchestra’s 
future.  

MR PENDAL (South Perth) [4.46 pm]:  It comes as a welcome surprise that we will have a debate in this place, 
albeit briefly, on something as important as the West Australian Symphony Orchestra.  It makes a change from 
some of the topics with which we are lumbered.  To that extent, I commend the member for Murdoch for 
introducing the subject.  I do not have any difficulty supporting the motion or the amendment, because they both 
open the gates to wider debate about where we should have been going in this State, particularly in the provision 
of serious cultural facilities.   

It is a negative reflection on this State that we have not had one major addition to our cultural facilities in a 
generation.  The last building of any note erected was the Perth Concert Hall, which was initiated by the Brand 
Government and completed with the assistance of the Perth City Council.  The concert hall continues to be an 
icon in this State.  Acoustically it is probably one of the best performing arts centres in Australia.   

Mr Templeman:  Are you speaking about the metropolitan area? 

Mr PENDAL:  I will mention country areas in a minute.  I understand the reason for the member’s interjection.  I 
am not suggesting that everything culturally or in any other sense starts and finishes in the metropolitan area, if 
that was the member’s point.  
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I am concerned that we have limped along in this State for a generation.  I commend the member for Murdoch 
for prompting us to take action to secure a permanent home for WASO and certainty for its future.  About a 
decade ago, the Federal Government commissioned the Tribe report.  I have not been able to retrieve a copy of it 
in the short time available.  One of the major issues confronting the inquiry was the divestment of symphony 
orchestras from the Australian Broadcasting Corporation.  That came about as a result of an increasingly popular 
view that the days of symphony orchestras being owned and operated by the ABC were long past.  That may 
have been appropriate when the ABC and the orchestras were first established, but it was no longer seen to be 
true.  The result was an exercise in handballing to the States.  It was an invitation for the States to make a serious 
financial commitment to ongoing maintenance of a federal body - in our case the West Australian Symphony 
Orchestra.  I am in favour of anything which gets the federal Government out of the picture and which results in 
a stronger role for the State.   

A number of things were significant at that time.  One was a state government decision to pick up some 
responsibility for funding the orchestra, but at the expense of the WA Arts Orchestral Foundation.   

The West Australian Arts Orchestra was probably - without any pun intended - the second string of orchestral 
music in Western Australia.  The principal reason for it being formed and maintained was to provide music for 
the West Australian Ballet Company and the West Australian Opera Company.  It was created with a very 
substantial grant from the then State Government.  It was supported in a bipartisan way by Liberal and Labor 
Governments.  It meant that if the Western Australian Government was going to contribute to the West 
Australian Symphony Orchestra, money had to be taken away from the WA Arts Orchestral Foundation.  That is 
what happened and the WA Arts Orchestral Foundation folded.  The $1 million or so that was then being put into 
the orchestra was diverted to the West Australian Symphony Orchestra.  My view at the time, and which I 
continue to hold, about the West Australian Symphony Orchestra was that if the federal Government really 
wanted divestment, it should be serious about it and not just divest it from the ABC but divest from the federal 
Government entirely.  At the time, I proposed that we should reconstitute the West Australian Symphony 
Orchestra as a statutory authority of this Parliament.  That would provide a clear method of reporting on the 
orchestra.  It would ensure that the future of the West Australian Symphony Orchestra would be more directly 
under the ministerial authority of the Western Australian Minister for the Arts.  That would empower and 
encourage successive Western Australian Ministers for the Arts to go into bat for the Symphony Orchestra as the 
principal producer of symphony music in Western Australia.  It was better to do that than to leave it in a no-
man's-land, which is what has happened.  The orchestra belongs to the federal Government but is partly funded 
by the State Government.  The clear line of responsibility for the orchestra has disappeared.  I think it is 
something that the present minister might want to take on board in this debate, which was commenced by the 
member for Murdoch.  It is a fine orchestra and everyone tends to be somewhat parochial in singing the praises 
of regional bodies, whether it be the ballet company, the opera company or one of the other major performing 
arts groups.  That parochialism should be used to our advantage and not to our disadvantage.  The possibility of 
giving the orchestra not just a physical home, but a statutory home, so that it might ultimately be set up and 
constituted as a statutory body of this Parliament is a good thing.  That would take care of the legal, 
administrative and government side of things. 

The two members who spoke earlier referred to the Symphony Orchestra casting around for a home due to the 
pressures on the ABC and its decision several years ago to divest itself of the orchestra.  I was encouraged by the 
news that arrived late last year that there might be an answer to its problems by using land at Crawley.  It 
appeared to have a sensible proximity to the University of Western Australia’s music department, which has its 
own high reputation.  It seemed at the time that not every possibility had been exhausted.  I would like the 
minister to consider the possibility of Montgomery Hall.  As an opposition spokesman, a decade or so ago I 
seriously considered Montgomery Hall as a home for the symphony orchestra and, to a lesser extent, for the 
opera company.  Montgomery Hall was part of the original Claremont asylum.  It was named after Dr 
Montgomery, who was a specialist in mental health problems at the turn of the last century.  He believed that 
music was of great therapeutic value to mental patients.  He experimented over many years and it is the reason 
that we have a truly magnificent auditorium called Montgomery Hall that is attached to the old administrative 
section of the Claremont mental hospital.  It is currently boarded up; it is not in use.  They are magnificent 
buildings.  For anyone who has pretensions to greatness, it even has an oval office. 

Mr Barnett:  It is partly used. 

Mr PENDAL:  I agree.  The now Leader of the Opposition, when he first came into Parliament as the new 
member for Cottesloe, drew my attention to the building.  We visited it and it became the subject of a major 
opposition announcement for use as the performing arts centre in some form or another.  Anyone who has not 
seen it would be stunned by its sheer size; it is as big as the auditorium space of the Perth Concert Hall.  It is 
massive.  It could take some form of mezzanine floor.  At the time we estimated that its floor space could take 
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about 1 200 seats.  I took a German opera singer who was visiting Western Australia as part of the Festival of 
Perth to the hall.  Through the help of David Blenkinsop, we took several opera singers to test the acoustics. 

Mr Barnett:  I was there. 

Mr PENDAL:  I remember.  I am not recalling this just to go over past glories.  It is a building that could house 
the West Australian Symphony Orchestra.  It is smack in the middle of the western suburbs and I know one of 
the local authorities would give its eye teeth to offload it as it is regarded as a millstone.  The member for 
Murray-Wellington said that these types of things are often too big for local authorities to maintain.  
Administration space is available.  

Mr Barnett:  The previous Government spent $1.5 million on that site in restoring plumbing, electrical wiring 
and sewerage.  It also restored the south wing building, which is currently used by a music school.  A lot has 
been done.  The exterior has been restored but the interior is as the member describes it.  The hall is used for 
rhythmic gymnastics rehearsals.  It is a magnificent building.  It may well be suitable for rehearsal space but 
there is a problem as land too close to the building has been sold.  That will limit its future use. 

Mr PENDAL:  LandCorp was given the job and if ever LandCorp mucked up something, it was that.  When I 
visited the buildings some years ago on the occasion that the Leader of the Opposition was talking about, the 
buildings were surrounded by a large amount of public land.  The crazy thing was that not many people knew it 
was there.  It is in the middle of the western suburbs and its catchment area is massive.   

It would not take a huge shift in thinking to realise that we could relocate the West Australian Symphony 
Orchestra from central Perth to Montgomery Hall with one or two other sections of the performing arts industry 
in Western Australia.  The motion and the amendment seek to do the same thing, although one tries to do it in a 
more ingratiating way than the other.  However, the motion and the amendment should make us stop and ask 
what we will do about other performance spaces.  If nothing else comes out of this debate other than our at least 
trying to attune our minds to the issue, it will be a good thing.  The fact that there has been no major work on 
theatre space for a full generation is a reflection on every Government, as is the fact that we still rely on the good 
grace of the Anglican diocese for even a tiny drama theatre like the Playhouse Theatre.  I think the Anglican 
Church would have better uses for that space than an inadequate playhouse.   

Mr Board:  The Playhouse Theatre has a limited future.  It has only a few years before the lease expires.  

Mr PENDAL:  I know, but I have been hearing that for 15 or 20 years.  Somehow it hangs in there.  I wish it 
would not, because not only would the cathedral look magnificent without it - one hopes that is what will 
happen - but also we could do better than the Playhouse for a drama theatre.  The situation is the same in the 
country areas, as the member for Mandurah interjected earlier.  To the credit of Sir Charles Court, his 
Government set up the regional cultural facilities fund.  I was not here at that time, but through that fund, 
Esperance, which is a relatively small community, gained a magnificent performing arts centre.  It might be 
through that initiative that Geraldton received funding and the performing arts centre at Mandurah was able to be 
built.  Mandurah is a relatively small city, but it has a magnificent performing arts facility.  Bunbury 
subsequently got a new facility.  

The bottom line is that we all need to address the problem of how and where we will relocate WASO.  However, 
it is incumbent on the Government to go one step better than the last Government and look at the prospect of 
Montgomery Hall.  It might be that a group could go down there one day during a dinner break.  

Mr Barnett:  There is a proposal that John XXIII College take responsibility for it.  I have mixed feelings about 
that, but it is worth pursuing.  I’m happy to go down there, and you can come to my electorate if you wish.  

Mr PENDAL:  We might do that.  We might be able to talk the Minister for Culture and the Arts into looking at 
it.  Attached to Montgomery Hall are beautiful nineteenth-century buildings that require restoration.  
Incidentally, the hall was brought to my attention 12 years ago because someone stole the staircase.  It always 
puzzled me how anyone could steal a staircase. 

Ms McHale:  I’ve seen it in your house.  

Mr PENDAL:  We speculated about whose house it ended up in.  It was a magnificent jarrah, nineteenth-century 
staircase, and it was pinched.  I was opposition spokesman for the arts when the hall first came to my attention.  
The minister will appreciate that it was rich pickings to speculate about the missing staircase.  Montgomery Hall 
is under-utilised, and we should get the Government to pay it serious attention.   

It has been valuable to debate a motion and subsequent amendment on a broad topic about which we hear very 
little in this House. 
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MR BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington) [5.04 pm]:  I join with the House in trying to find a home for the West 
Australian Symphony Orchestra.  I used to buy series tickets for the orchestra’s pop series, which later became 
the family series.  I am not really into heavy classical music; I prefer the lighter classics.  The WA Symphony 
Orchestra is innovative in that it tries to cater for all walks of life.  The family series involved stage music and 
light classics, and the big band performance at the end of the year, which was normally held at Burswood Resort 
Casino.  It used to vary the agenda so that it appealed to groups other than those who liked the heavy classics.  
Over the years the orchestra has tried to be innovative, to attract more people and to become more popular so 
that it brings in more money.  Obviously, the orchestra has always struggled to make ends meet.  I was surprised 
to learn of the amount of the subsidies, government sponsorship and support that is needed to run WASO.   

The amendment is very similar to the motion.  I do not have a problem with it, bar the words “some certainty”.  I 
think “some” would leave a question mark over the future of WASO.  I do not like that so I will move an 
amendment to delete the word “some”.  It makes me worry.  I would like the Government to give certainty to the 
orchestra’s future.  It is imperative that we find a home for WASO. 

Ms McHale:  The word “some” was in the original motion.  

Mr BRADSHAW:  I will still move an amendment to delete “some”.  I must not have read the original motion 
thoroughly because I did not pick it up.  WASO is innovative.  I remember that in one event in the family series 
it played the music to a screening of the Charlie Chaplin movie The Gold Rush, which is a famous silent movie.  
I am a Charlie Chaplin fan, and I enjoyed that concert, which was held at the Perth Concert Hall.  A projector 
and screen were set up and the WA Symphony Orchestra played the music.  In the old days, someone would 
have been in the theatre playing the piano. 

WASO has been innovative over the years, and I like it.  I was pleased to hear that the Government will provide 
money for country tours.  I remember that some years ago the Bunbury Entertainment Centre wanted WASO to 
play.  WASO wanted at least $20 000.  It did not go because the people running the Bunbury Entertainment 
Centre did not think they could bring in that sort of money.  WASO is for Western Australia, and it should tour.  
We lost the Band of the 5th Military District, which was a great band.  I used to love hearing it and being in its 
presence.  It is a shame that we lost that band because it had a place in Western Australia.  However, because of 
cutbacks, we now share it with South Australia.  It pops over here occasionally.  I am worried that if we do not 
find a home for WASO, we will lose it, which would be a shame.  I remember hearing the Band of the 5th 
Military District performing for the local school at the Waroona Town Hall.  It was good that it took that sort of 
music to the students.  I was there for some reason, and the band played Peter and the Wolf, which gets 
everybody involved and is very good for kids.  I think WASO has also played that for schools.  It is a way of 
taking that sort of music to the kids.  WASO should be more active and put on those sorts of shows in different 
country towns and other places in the metropolitan area to encourage younger people to listen to that type of 
music.  

I support one of these motions; I am not sure which one, although I have a feeling that I do know.   

Amendment on the Amendment 

Mr BRADSHAW:  I move -  

That the amendment be further amended by deleting “some”.  

MS McHALE (Thornlie - Minister for Culture and the Arts) [5.10 pm]:  I am happy to accept that amendment to 
my amendment.  I merely reflected the words of the original motion when the member for Perth rephrased it.   

This debate has been interesting for a number of reasons.  The member for South Perth indicated that a debate on 
a matter about culture and the arts is rare.  To some extent, that is an indication of how the community and 
decision makers have typically viewed the arts; this Government values the arts.  That is not rhetoric, and it is 
demonstrated by the commitments we made in the lead-up to the last election.  The Government has made 
significant financial commitments to a variety of arts and arts companies.  I agree with the member for South 
Perth that a healthy community debates the state of the arts and its artistic fabric, and the strength or otherwise of 
the arts communities, and I welcome that debate.   

The debate is also interesting because of the attempt made by members to be bipartisan.  Earlier, the member for 
Murdoch mentioned the spirit of glasnost.  He was previously a minister for the arts and oversaw this issue for at 
least two years; therefore, I find it ironic - notwithstanding that I welcome the debate from the member - that he 
now tells this Government that it must deal with this problem and find a home for the West Australian 
Symphony Orchestra.  Of course we must find a home for WASO.  For two years the member for Murdoch - 
who supports the arts - had the opportunity to deal with this issue.  However, this Government will deal with the 
issue.  
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Mr Board:  It is a question of timing.  The issue came up late in our Government’s term.  More than two years 
ago there was no indication that WASO would not relocate to the ABC premises.  

Ms McHALE:  The member is right.  The intent of the member’s motion is that 121 days after forming 
Government, we should take action; we have already taken action.  

Mr Board:  The point was that in our eight-year strategy, this was the number one issue for us to resolve.  That is 
why I moved this motion today.   

Ms McHALE:  I remind the member for Murdoch of the former Government’s commitments to house WASO.  
The previous Government’s election commitments indicated that it would work with the University of Western 
Australia and the Commonwealth Government to ensure WASO secured new administrative and rehearsal 
facilities within the next four years.  We must act more quickly than the previous Government was prepared to 
do.  It is fortunate for WASO that Labor is in power because action must be taken more quickly than the 
previous Government had intended.  

For the sake of the public record, I outline to the House the significant events and part of the recent history 
concerning WASO’s accommodation.  It is important to understand how many steps we have taken forward and 
backwards.  We must assess the current position and where WASO will be in the next 12 to 18 months.  WASO 
is a fine symphony orchestra; that is recognised by all members of the House.  I hope each member has taken the 
opportunity to hear our fine orchestra perform.   

In January 1998, WASO was incorporated as a fully owned subsidiary of the ABC; that is when it separated and 
was no longer an ABC orchestra.  In early 1998, Cox Howlett and Bailey Woodland Architects and Planners 
were commissioned, in part, to complete a study of the Perth Concert Hall for the Ministry for Culture and the 
Arts, to consider the future of the concert hall.  That study was completed in 1999.  In May 1999 - two years ago 
- the ABC formally advised WASO that it would not relocate with the ABC to the premises in East Perth.   

For the benefit of those members who are not aware, the ABC, which is currently located on Adelaide Terrace, is 
moving out of that building.  It will move into a building that is being constructed in East Perth.  However, that 
site is not big enough for WASO.  In May 1999, WASO was told that it must find a new home.  Six months 
later, in October 1999, the WASO relocation working party met to oversee research into options for relocating 
WASO.  That group comprised a number of eminent people who were experienced in arts administration and 
also people from the orchestra and the concert hall.  At that time, the Perth Concert Hall and the University of 
Western Australia were identified as two possible sites.   

Part of the debate centred on the concept of a music access centre.  In December 1999, a study was completed by 
WASO into the creation of a music access centre on the Perth Concert Hall site and the UWA site.  During April 
2000, the vice-chancellor of the university indicated to the then minister - the member for Murdoch - that UWA 
would provide a site and contribute towards the cost of accommodating WASO on the UWA Crawley campus.  
Some 14 months ago, in April 2000, the previous Government was first made aware of a significant offer of land 
and funding to deal with the problem of relocating WASO.  In June 2000, a further business plan for the music 
access centre was completed and was presented to the then minister at a meeting with the WASO board, the 
UWA and the Ministry for Culture and the Arts.   

I am unravelling the events that happened over the past two years to point out that there have been opportunities 
for this matter to be dealt with; however, it was not.  There was a lot of talk and a number of reports were 
conducted, but no action was taken.  

In July 2000, the proposal of the University of Western Australia was noted by the then Cabinet.  It was to 
inform Cabinet of the proposal and the apparent merits of relocating to the UWA.  In October 2000 the Director 
General of the Ministry for Culture and the Arts attended an inquiry into the proposed ABC accommodation and 
advised at the time that the ministry supported the proposal for the West Australian Symphony Orchestra to 
relocate to the UWA and that, in consultation with WASO, the ministry had examined other possible sites.  The 
director general made it clear that he was not representing the view of the minister because no formal position 
had been taken on the relocation.  Notwithstanding that the matter had been discussed and that by then it had 
been on foot for at least four or five months, there was no proposal and no position had been taken by the then 
Government.  In November 2000, the Lord Mayor of Perth wrote to the then minister urging a deferral of the 
relocation to the UWA until a review of alternative locations. 

The issue had been moved slightly ahead and then something happened.  The City of Perth obviously has an 
interest in the orchestra relocating to the Perth Concert Hall, although to date it has not demonstrated its 
willingness to fund the relocation.  I have had talks in the past few weeks, and I believe I am meeting the Lord 
Mayor in the next few days.  I have asked the Lord Mayor to consider what commitment the City of Perth can 
make to the relocation -  
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Mr Board:  Could I add one other point which was critical in the time line?  Correspondence was received from a 
number of players in the orchestra, which was really the stalling factor.  If the players were not happy with the 
relocation, it would not be a successful transition.  That, plus the views of the Lord Mayor and a number of other 
people who made submissions, became an issue.   

Ms McHALE:  That is a piece of the jigsaw.  It is hard to quantify the extent, but the member is quite right; a 
number of players have stated that their preference is to relocate to the Concert Hall.  For the purposes of clarity, 
we are talking about rehearsal space and not performance space.  The orchestra currently is performing at the 
Concert Hall when it is not performing elsewhere, and it will continue to perform at the Concert Hall.  It is 
erroneous for people to say that the players prefer to stay at the Concert Hall, because they are not there for 
rehearsals although they are for performances. 

The then minister made the decision to have another review of alternative sites because of the pressure from the 
City of Perth and because, as he says, he was responding to pressure from the musicians.  He set up a WASO 
accommodation working party, even though there had been one 14 or 15 months earlier.  It met on 8 January this 
year.  The working party included representation from WASO, the UWA, the Department of Training and 
Employment - even Edith Cowan University got in on the act - the City of Perth and the Ministry for Culture and 
the Arts.  There were the consultants Greg Howlett, who had been the architect of previous manifestations, and 
Wendy Wise.  The working party met from January to March.  It looked at three options - the music access 
centre based at the UWA, the Concert Hall and a relocation to the Concert Hall but without the music access 
centre.  To distil the issue, basically two options were looked at - the Concert Hall and the UWA.  It seemed that 
the whole matter was revisited earlier this year. 

Then we had the election.  Late in April the accommodation working party presented a report to me via the 
Ministry for Culture and the Arts.  It essentially recommended the university site.  In May 2001 I met with the 
Lord Mayor, again to discuss this matter and to put on the table the question of whether the City of Perth was 
prepared to fund the relocation.  The City of Perth had not set aside any funds for this project, but the Lord 
Mayor indicated that he would come back to me with the view of the council.  I am hopeful that will happen. 

I was delighted to take on the portfolio of heritage and the arts but I inherited quite a number of very significant 
unresolved issues, this being only one of them.  In the background was the suggestion that there might be money 
from the federal Government, but it was never secured or documented, therefore I could not rely on it when 
going to Cabinet.  I wrote to the federal Minister for Communications, Information Technology and the Arts, 
Senator Hon Richard Alston.  

Mr Acting Speaker, I should have indicated that I am speaking as the government speaker and, therefore, would 
expect my time to be longer. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Dean):  The minister is speaking on the first of two amendments. 

Ms McHALE:  So I can get lots of other times to speak?  How wonderful. 

In May the federal minister responded by saying that no money was set aside.  He said that he would possibly 
have a look at taking something to Cabinet but no federal funding was secured for this project.  That was a bit of 
a shock because the expectation had been that federal funding had been made available.  The federal minister 
wrote -  

I am unable at this stage to give any assurances as to the quantum or nature of any Commonwealth 
funding.  However, once a preferred site is selected and agreed upon, and any costings carefully 
assessed, I would be prepared to bring forward a proposal for consideration by the Commonwealth 
Government in a future budget context.   

I had to clarify with the Commonwealth whether funding was secured.  I take that letter to suggest that there is a 
possibility but that funding certainly is not secured.  I intend to visit the federal minister to ensure that we seek 
federal funding because in part our belief is very much that the federal Government has an obligation to assist in 
relocating WASO. 

In the very short time this Government has been in office, it has acted quickly to work with the stakeholders, 
they being particularly WASO and the public.  It is the public whom we serve and to whom we wish to deliver 
appropriate accommodation for WASO.   

I assure the House that the Labor Government’s approach will be to find a home for that fine orchestra, and I 
will continue to work with the stakeholders and discuss this matter in the budget process. 

MR TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah) [5.30 pm]:  I am pleased to acknowledge the assurance given by the Minister 
for the Arts.  I also commend the minister for visiting Mandurah on two occasions in the short time that she has 
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been responsible for the arts portfolio.  She has clearly demonstrated to the local community of Mandurah her 
commitment to the arts and to what the arts can achieve for the community. 

Mr Barnett:  Have you taken the minister to see the new arts facility in your electorate? 

Mr TEMPLEMAN:  I have indeed.  The Leader of the Opposition has pre-empted what I was about to say.  If 
the Leader of the Opposition had read or been in the Chamber when I made my maiden speech, he would know 
that I congratulated the previous Government, and the Mandurah City Council, for their contribution to what is a 
magnificent regional performing arts centre.  I am happy to make that acknowledgment.  

The Mandurah Performing Arts Centre relates to the issue that we are debating.  That Performing Arts Centre is 
built with its “knees in the water” and is a cultural centrepiece for the city.  One of the key elements of that 
Performing Arts Centre is the length of time that it took to complete that building.  The former Labor member 
for Mandurah, John Read, worked very hard also to initiate that project.  I believe that both sides of politics can 
be credited with ensuring that that arts centre was completed.   

When a decision is made to construct a performing arts centre, it is important that the community is involved at a 
grassroots level.  The Mandurah Performing Arts Centre has gained strong community support, because the 
community was involved in the project from its initiation.  The hard work of local council members and 
individual members of past Parliaments ensured that the project was completed.  The Mandurah Performing Arts 
Centre is a magnificent building, and there is no doubt that the many people who visit the city of Mandurah look 
in awe at this wonderfully constructed building.  It is important to point out that the community has embraced 
that Performing Arts Centre, and it has a huge following among the young people of the community.  I am very 
proud to have been associated with the board that was established to oversee the operation of that Performing 
Arts Centre.   

The comments made by previous speakers about millstones around people’s necks should be taken in context.  It 
is important to understand that the Mandurah City Council gives a substantial subsidy for the operation of that 
building, and it does so willingly because it recognises clearly that it is an investment for the community, 
particularly the young people of Mandurah. 

Mr Board:  Is that going to be the new home of the West Australian Symphony Orchestra? 

Mr TEMPLEMAN:  I would certainly love that to be canvassed.   

WASO has visited the Mandurah Performing Arts Centre on a number of occasions.  It is important for regional 
centres like Mandurah that regional tours continue and are encouraged.  Those performances attracted a wide 
audience and were well received.  I am pleased that the people of Mandurah embraced those performances, 
because, as the member for Murdoch and other members have mentioned, the importance of music to our culture 
cannot be underestimated.   

I commend the Minister for the Arts for her ongoing support of organisations like WASO and remind the House 
that the arts are an important part of not only local communities but also the diversity of culture in this State.  
WASO also visited Mandurah in June last year to perform at school concerts, and it was strongly supported by 
those schools.  That was a good example of WASO being able to demonstrate to young people not only the skills 
that are involved in playing in an orchestra but also its commitment to our culture and young people.   

It is interesting, when we touch on performances at the Mandurah Performing Arts Centre, that the Liberal 
Opposition held its campaign launch at that centre in February, and I must admit that that launch attracted a vast 
crowd of Liberal Party faithful.  However, unfortunately not all shows succeed, and that show was not as 
successful as had been promised.   

Mr Hyde:  It had a limited season. 

Mr TEMPLEMAN:  It had a very limited season indeed.   

I acknowledge the significant comments made by the member for South Perth about performing arts spaces in 
the metropolitan area.  However, I take him up on his point that the city of Mandurah is a small city.  In my 
view, and in the view of many others, Mandurah is a large city of nearly 50 000 people.  If the member for South 
Perth has not visited Mandurah recently, he is welcome to visit, and I will take him through the Performing Arts 
Centre. 

I support the Minister for the Arts.  The minister has demonstrated clearly to the Peel region and to Mandurah 
her strong support for the arts portfolio.  The minister has been to Mandurah on two occasions, on one occasion 
to launch an important heritage art project, and I have full confidence in her ability to continue to deliver good 
policy in the arts ministry.  I support the amendment moved by the member for Perth. 
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MR D’ORAZIO (Ballajura) [5.39 pm]:  I absolutely enjoy the privilege of being able to speak about this topic 
that is so dear to my heart.  It is interesting that, in all my time in local government, the member for Murdoch’s 
Government made no attempt to take up the offer made by the City of Bayswater on at least six occasions to 
build a performing arts centre that would be of reasonable significance to not just Perth but also the wider 
community.   

Members are probably not aware that the City of Bayswater has earmarked the building of a performing arts 
centre in Perth as its number one project.  It is the only local authority in this State that could pull it off for cash.  
I remind members that the City of Bayswater also built Bayswater Waves at no cost to the ratepayers.  For those 
who do not know, the performing arts centre site is on the Swan River, opposite Ascot Racecourse.  It is 
25 hectares of land, which the council owns freehold.  As the member for South Perth commented, it astounds 
me that this debate has not occurred in this House previously.  For a long time, those in local government have 
thought that the State Government has ignored the arts and that local government has been carrying the can.  In 
particular, the local authority from which I came has done its bit in more ways than one to try to foster the arts.   

I remind members that the City of Bayswater is the sponsor of the North of Perth Music Festival, which each 
year attracts 3 000 to 4 000 performers over a six-week period.  The city also sponsors the Festival of Dance, as 
well as its own orchestra, the Western Australian Symphonic Wind Ensemble, which has won two or maybe 
three national awards.  The bottom line is that that local authority has always said that there has been a total lack 
of support for the arts from the State.  It is great that everybody stands here today and says how wonderful the 
arts is and that we should all support the cause.  Over time, we will have that opportunity.   

The development of a performing arts centre by the City of Bayswater will be a great innovation.  Kids will be 
able to perform at that venue. 

Mr Board:  You may not be aware - I am assuming from your statements that you are not - that the arts is a very 
comprehensive portfolio.  In one year, the previous State Government put $50 million into two new museums for 
the benefit of not only education but also tourism.  There has been a lot of capital works in the arts.  The public 
libraries are all part of the arts community, as are our writers and so on.  The performing arts is only one aspect 
of the arts. 

Mr D’ORAZIO:  The member does not have to defend his record. 

Mr Bradshaw:  He does, because it is a very good one. 

Mr Board:  I have heard nothing from the Government - 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Dean):  Order!  We should stick to the rules of debate rather than the rules of 
conversation. 

Mr D’ORAZIO:  I am not arguing about defending the member for Murdoch’s record as Minister for Culture 
and the Arts.   

Mr Board:  Let us talk about the West Australian Symphony Orchestra and what happened when you were with 
the local authority. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, member for Murdoch!  To refresh members’ memories, the matter being 
debated is an amendment to delete the word “some”.  How the member for Ballajura constructs his argument 
around that debate is up to him.  The debate has been fairly wide ranging, and I am prepared to allow it to go that 
way.   

Mr D’ORAZIO:  At the end of this debate, I will be quite content to delete the word “some”, and I will also tie 
the argument to the motion.  I reiterate that we are trying to find a home for WASO.  I hope that consideration 
will be given to the new facility that is being built, because WASO is the type of operation that would suit that 
facility.  The idea of the proposed facility is to attract large performances, such as those by WASO and 
international performers.  The facility will be located on the Swan River.  People will be able to take boat trips 
from Barrack Street up the river to the location.  The problem will be funding.  Obviously, that will come to 
fruition over time.  What is important in this argument is that we have a commitment to the arts.  This 
Government will do that.  In the short time that the current minister has been responsible for the arts, she has 
shown that commitment. 

Mr Barnett:  So the minister has committed to build your Bayswater facility? 

Mr D’ORAZIO:  No, I said that she has made a commitment to the arts.  The Leader of the Opposition has not 
been listening.   

Mr Board:  It is a bit hard to stay focused. 
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Ms McHale:  Listen, boys - listen. 
Mr D’ORAZIO:  Yes, listen. 
The ACTING SPEAKER:  Will the member for Ballajura continue, please. 
Mr D’ORAZIO:  The commitment is to the arts.  Importantly, the facilities that are built need to accommodate 
not just performers at the elite level.  Support should be provided for other artists, such as the kids who need 
practice rooms up to the more elite performers.  The facilities should also be used for festivals, such as those I 
indicated earlier.  The problem will always be that these facilities tend to lose money, and they are a drain on 
resources.  However, with clever planning and designing, and providing add-on facilities such as restaurants, 
such an operation can be sustained and be profitable.  The bottom line is that we must remember that the arts is 
important to the overall community.  In the past, the previous Government was lacking when it came to building 
facilities for the performing arts.   
In my 20 years in local government, I learnt that unless we kept rattling the can, no-one listened to us.  In the 
end, if a local government gets a project of significance, everyone wants to jump on the bandwagon and take 
credit for the operations.  I am reminded of the fact that once the facilities that are built by some local authorities 
are up and running, the credit is always given to the State.  The member for Mandurah said that members on the 
other side will take the credit for something that the local authorities had probably been working on for years, 
such as the facility being talked about today for the Bayswater foreshore area.  The bottom line is that a 
commitment is needed from the local government, from the State Government, from the performing arts 
community and from private enterprise, because in the end those businesses associated with the facility are 
needed to make it work.   
I hope that everybody will support the development of that facility about which I have spoken today.  I am very 
happy that this debate is taking place today because the Mayor of Bayswater approached me yesterday to remind 
me that applications for state funding need to be made, because that facility will have regional significance.  
Obviously, those applications will go through the proper process.  What astounds me is that, on the seven or 
eight occasions that I took the opportunity to ask a previous Minister for Culture and the Arts, the member for 
Murdoch’s predecessor, about these proposals -  
Mr Board:  You didn’t approach me. 
Mr D’ORAZIO:  That is correct.  However, the member for Murdoch’s predecessor, who is an upper House 
member, would remember that he was asked about these proposals on numerous occasions, but there was no 
positive reaction - not even to further discuss the idea that the facility would be built at some time.  We need 
another performing arts centre - one that is probably bigger than the one at Mandurah - so that the scale and type 
of functions that the community of Bayswater proposes can be accommodated.  Obviously, it gives me great 
pleasure to hear members on both sides of the House say that we should support that proposal, and I have great 
pleasure supporting the minister. 
Mr Board:  Sitting in front of the minister now are probably submissions not only from Broome but also from 
Midland and probably Fremantle.  One from Melville is probably on its way.  If local authorities want to be 
successful, they must decide among themselves where they can lend support, because they are all recurrent 
nightmares, and the State does not need more recurrent nightmares around the metropolitan region.  Local 
authorities could do a great deal to support the State Government if they came together with united or zonal 
proposals to support the minister in the decision making.   
Mr D’ORAZIO:  Some local authorities have the ability to manage their affairs better than some authorities in 
the state sphere.  The City of Bayswater will put forward not a half-baked proposal but one that will stand up to 
scrutiny.  If the State supports it, well and good; if it does not, the city will proceed on its own anyway.   
The amendment is to delete the word “some”.  I am happy to support that because it supports the minister’s view 
that she is working very hard.  She is a great minister and I am more than happy to support her.  I commend the 
amendment to the House.  
Amendment on the amendment put and passed. 
Amendment, as amended, put and passed. 

Debate (on motion, as amended) Resumed 
MR BOARD (Murdoch) [5.50 pm]:  I thank members for their contributions and the minister for her positive 
response.  However, we have not heard what the Government intends to do.  The minister outlined the history of 
the decision-making process, and we are well aware of that.  It is now time for decisions to be made and for the 
Government to present a substantive plan to ensure the West Australian Symphony Orchestra’s future.  
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We have heard a great deal of support for the orchestra in today’s debate.  I am sure that Janet Homes a Court, 
the chairperson of the board, and Catherine Ferrari, the chief executive officer, will be delighted to read in 
Hansard the support -  
Ms McHale:  They will not need to, because I am in constant discussions with them.  

Mr BOARD:  So are we, and we support that.  We must ensure that in 18 months, when the orchestra is evicted 
from its current accommodation, it is provided with a permanent home.  If that is not available, appropriate 
temporary accommodation should be provided.   

I have moved this motion to put the Government on notice.  Although members opposite have said that the 
Liberal Government had two years to address the issue, the reality is that it came to the fore only in the last 18 
months of our time in office.  Issues needed to be resolved and a cabinet submission was prepared.  If issues had 
not been raised within the orchestra and with the City of Perth, we would probably not be having this debate.  
That is not to say that we had the best solution, but the strategy was designed to commit funds and, in so doing, 
to bind the federal Government.  The University of Western Australia would have provided the $4 million parcel 
of land and $4 million in cash and the State Government would have provided $8 million.  That $16 million state 
commitment would have made federal support more likely.  It is unlikely that we will get it if the State does not 
make an up-front commitment.  That will be evident in the minister’s negotiations with the federal minister.   

The Liberal Party thanks the Government for its response.  Members on this side will hold it accountable for an 
early resolution of this issue.  We will ensure that it honours the commitments made in the House today.   

Question (motion, as amended) put and passed. 
 


